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97-118 April 14, 1997 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
FIRST EIU STUDENT EVER WINS TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP 
CHARLESTON -- Kimberly Harris, daughter of Steve and Debbie 
Harris of Tuscola, is the first Eastern Illinois University 
student ever to become one of 69 national winners of a $30,000 
Truman Scholarship for her senior year and up to two graduate 
years. 
Harris, a junior political science major, competed against 
students from all over the country. Of the 69 winners, only 39 
percent attend a public institution. 
One of the requirements for the scholarship is a record of 
public service. Harris has been involved in Habitat for 
Humanity, the student lobbying team and the local democratic 
party. She is currently the student vice president for academic 
affairs and is running for student body president. Of the 717 
applicants for the scholarship, 212 finalists had to attend a 
regional interview that determined who would win the scholarship. 
The regional finalists attended a 20-minute interview in 
Chicago. Each interviewee was asked to talk about a public 
policy analysis which they turned in with the application. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 
Harris wrote her public policy analysis on curb-side 
recycling. 
TRUMAN 
After graduating from EIU in May 1998, Harris plans to enter 
the combined masters program in environmental science/public 
affairs at Indiana University in Bloomington. 
Eastern emphasizes distinguished teaching 1n the liberal 
arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional, 
residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern 
enrolls more than 11,000 undergraduate and graduate degree 
programs. 
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the 
region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree 
programs, as well as cultural and recreational opportunities. 
Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified 
students of an increasingly diverse population and a teaching 
faculty active in research and public service who utilize the 
latest technology. 
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